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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

LOGAN CITY RUGBY UNION CLUB INC

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

2nd NOVEMBER 2011
Again it is my pleasure to welcome you all here to the Club’s AGM.

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the contribution of Wayne Greenhalgh during his year at the helm of the Club in 2010.  Wayne left the Club as a result of a work commitments (and the consequences of the floods in early 2011).  Wayne introduced new and modern methods as our First Grade Coach and Club Coaching Director.  It was unfortunate that his time with us was terminated prematurely but he left the Club with our best wishes.
The Club was extremely thankful and fortunate when Club stalwart Doug Dry, who had anticipated a well earned break from coaching duties, stepped into the breach and assumed responsibility for not only the First Grade assistant, but the role of Coaching Director.  He was ably supported by his enthusiastic Johnny McMurtry, who also took up the position of Junior Coaching Director.  The two formed a formidable combination and despite the problems caused by summer flooding and a disastrous late start to the competition proper, the A Grade managed to finish in the finals despite heavy pressure from Brisbane heavy weights, Brothers, throughout the season.

The team played wonderful spirited rugby as anyone who saw the wins against the (previously undefeated) University, GPS and Brothers, where stout-hearted defence won the day, will remember.  Ultimately, the team went down fighting in a closely contested semi against the eventual premiers.

Although the other Senior teams did not progress to the finals, the Senior President noted how each of the teams demonstrated that they could match it with all other teams in their grades, but were let down to greater or lesser extents by consistency in training and game day numbers.  
Our Colts played up a grade this year, after their successful 2010, and showed that again they were more than competitive in all their games.  We are excited that for the first time in many years it appears that most of the Colts will graduate to the grades next year, and there is the prospect of the Club fielding another Colts side even though the schools’ competitions have decimated club rugby from under 14 on.

More importantly, and as noted last year, the Club is attracting more support from ex and retired players and the growing competition for coaching positions noted then, has continued.  Jonny McMurtry will head up the reconstituted Recruitment Committee, and we will enjoy the additional administrative resources of two Community Services Officers, one from the QRU and one from Council.  We look well placed for a very exciting 2012.

The Executive Committee acknowledges the wonderful efforts of Senior President Mark Konecny, the Club Captain Tim Woods, Senior Registrars Wayne Martin and Sharon Murphy, the Senior Committee Mark, Doug, Sharon, Leigh Skedgwell, Graeme Skedgwell, Vernon Bishop, Pat Wilson and Rex Harrison, and of course the whole coaching staff, Doug, Jonny, Graeme Jordan, Gerrard Burley, Harry Atutolu, Tua Tomoare, Steve Le Prou, Vern Bishop and Mike Kerns and the Managers Grant Whittaker, Graeme Skedgwell, Tam McElhaney, and Michael Tinokura, Purchasing Officer Wayne, and thank them all sincerely.  Special thanks go to Leigh and her volunteers for their hard work in and around the canteen throughout the year, and Danny, Tim and Kenny for their field set up/take down during the season.
I make special mention of the joint Club Person of the Year Award recipients, Leigh Skedgewell and Sharon Murphy.  Leigh’s energy and commitment to the Club have also been acknowledged by her employer, the Bank of Queensland, who awarded her a $5,000 donation to the Club as a Silver Award winner of the MD’s Awards for Community Involvement.
I would also like to acknowledge the outstanding efforts of Sharon Murphy, who rather unfairly and notoriously became the face of the Club’s campaign to collect all subs from all players this year.  This is obviously not all that she does, as we are all aware, but we thank her for her tenacious efforts in that regard especially!
Unfortunately, the Club lost one of its favourite and valued volunteers this year.   Our whole Rugby community was deeply saddened by the news that Corinne had suddenly passed away.  Corinne’s smiling face (usually behind the Canteen counter) will be sorely missed. 

The Golden Oldies side, The Sinners, has suffered further injections of more youthful players but has proved less resilient in terms of games played.  Once again, I have to thank Budd, Dougie (aka Porky), Mr Port, Mrs Whippett, Sharon II (who again went missing for a large part of the season), and Dale, for their continued support for that team.
The Junior club this year suffered only a small drop in player numbers despite some major set backs early in the football year when they lost their President and Registrar.  Despite this, the club was able to field teams in every age group up to under 14s, the subsequent gap being as much a reflection of the Competition’s inability to provide games for the older boys, as much as anything else, as we have previously noted.

A special mention must be made of the retiring President, Geoff Leeming, who carried out his role with distinction during the last several years, ably supported by his 2IC, Gerry Costello.  In fact, it would be no underestimation to credit them with the running of the canteen, in addition to their Junior duties during the last several years.  Also, Gerry stepped in and kept the Junior committee operating until a new President was able to come forward toward the end of the season.  We again thank Gerry for his wonderful efforts as a leader of the Junior club, and we welcome Richard Mycock into his position as Junior President  It is obvious that the Junior club continues to be in good hands, and there is , again, a real sense of excitement in the Juniors about the coming year.
In terms of representative players, the Junior club has continued to maintain its contribution to representative teams, especially the under 13s, and we are proud to recognise Maile Ngauamo as an Australian Schoolboy representative again.  Maile was part of the Australian Schoolboy’s side which met England in the International series this year.  The Club acknowledges the achievement of these young men and wishes them every success in their continuing endeavours to gain representative selection.  We, as a Club, will do all we can to support them.

Again, I would like to thank, on behalf of the Executive Committee, the members of the Junior Committee, Alan & Georgina Sheridan, Donna Rizzini, Gerry Costello, Katie Jongmans, Terry Tressider, Darren Carnes, Corinne Kerema and Danielle Punton, and all the other members, Junior coaches, Managers, support staff, Referees and of course, the players, who contributed so much to Logan City Rugby in 2011.

The Club’s push for elevation to the Premier competition is now on hold while that competition continues to be subject to a comprehensive review by the QRU.  We are encouraged by this development as it is part of the wider review by the new CEO.  We understand that the failings of the Premier model, and the resultant unhealthy developments by way of concentration of resources in a few clubs, has been recognised and the commitment to benchmarking, the establishment of a more equitable, transparent, and universally acceptable pathway model to the elite level, is to be applauded.
The QRU’s further development of a State wide aggregation model has begun to deliver its  potential to the Club and to the individual members through the significant associations between the Queensland rugby union community and all its individual sponsors.  There is of course also the prospect of our Club pursuing a similar process, although on a smaller scale, with prospective sponsors.

In terms of the Club’s development, our own purpose built facility at Meakin Park is approaching completion.  We have now been advised that the completion date is December and the new Executive Committee will endeavour to take full advantage of the impetus provided by this move, and we will actively pursue increased sponsorship opportunities.  We are currently attempting to ascertain the scope of these opportunities which will be available at the new facility, with the Council, and we are hopeful that our prospects will become clearer in the immediate short term.
We must again express our thanks for the wonderful support and initiative provided by Barbara Stone MLA, the Department of Sport and Recreation Queensland and the Logan City Council in the delivery of this facility.

While we are now focussing on the future in our new home, it is timely to reconsider the last twelve months, which was probably the most difficult we have encountered in terms of the general economic environment, and more particularly the risks that  posed to the financial stability of our Club.  I again express my and the Club’s gratitude for the considerable efforts made by our Club treasurer, Ray Faulkner, in his early identification of the difficulties ahead, and the development of a strategy which effectively met and overcame those difficulties.  The adherence to that strategy and its implementation has meant that we remain in a strong position going into the new year.  However, we must remain diligent as the situation will be no less threatening in the year to come, and we are faced with relocation expenses and the establishment of a new Club at Meakin Park. 

I also want to acknowledge the assistance provided to Ray by Leigh Skedgwell and life member Mike Wilson in the facilitation of our accounts.  We also thank Wilson Accountants for their kind provision of auditing services once again.

I again express my personal gratitude for the efforts, involvement and shared wisdom of all the other Executive members, and again in no particular order of priority, Mark, Mike, Mick, Ray, Wayne, Barry, Jeff and Richard, thank you.  I particularly want to thank Wayne Martin for his attendance with me, and his contributions to the Meakin Park Design Control Group meetings which were convened bi-weekly from November last through to March this year.  I also thank Mike Wilson for his timely intervention and contribution in having the hair dryers removed from the players’ change rooms.
I want to acknowledge the efforts of Barry and Geoff who not only have undertaken the significant and onerous responsibilities of a Junior President over the last several years, but have also, during that time, been the Club’s Major “Sponsors.  Again, their contribution over this time cannot be underestimated.  Thank you for your wholehearted efforts and much appreciated financial support for the Club.

We also thank Senior committee member, Pat Wilson, for his efforts in maintaining the Club’s website and again for his creative match reporting and interviews, especially when undertaken “remotely”.

The Executive acknowledges the continuing and fantastic support of all our sponsors again this year, Australian Capital Home Loans, Holiday Inn, Get Lost, Taylor Made Security Screens, Kingswood Press, Hyperplex Cinemas Loganholme, Ehrich Monahan & Tisdall, BASX, Superior Two Pack Powder Coating, and last but certainly not least Fitzy’s, the venue for the very popular Senior presentation night.  We also thank Ray again, for the provision of Holiday Inn, Surfers Paradise for the Sinners end of season trip.
And last, but not least, thank you to our patron Darren Power.

Finally, we acknowledge all the efforts of those wonderful volunteers who devote so much time and effort to the running of Logan City Saints.  We sincerely thank you for all your contributions towards our successes in 2011, and we hope to see you all return in 2012 and celebrate the opening of our new clubhouse and fields at Meakin Park.

The Saints are coming.
